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In a luxury hotel on the Crimea, around 1910, superfluous people kill
time with tea parties. Characters from Checkov plays are among
those present. The actress Liliana Karlovna, married to a German
railway engineer, is unhappily in love with Colonel Sejkin;
Zachedrynskij, a distinguished gentleman loves the young teacher
Tatjana, who, however, wants not to marry but to dedicate her life to
the education of the people. Young Vladimir lljitsch Lenin arrives on
the scene, thinking he had heard a shot from the Aurora. The
company reassures him: it is not yet time for that - and anyway,
when it does happen, it will be in St. Petersburg. This, then, is the
opening scene of the first act of the three-act play which casts a
satirical light on a hundred years of Russian history. Many of the
characters introduced in the Act 1 reappear in the second act, which
is set in the period immediately after the Revolution. In the third act,
after Perestroika, the hotel is the meeting place of the new Russian
businessmen. But here, we encounter the Uncle Vanjas and the
Lopatkins, even if they have changed on the surface, and the
romantic attachment between the new Tatjanas and Zachedrynskijs,
the Lilianas and the Sejkins, are just as complicated in 1993 as they
were in 1910. Everything has changed, but the structures remain the
same. Or do they?
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Stawomir Mrozek was born in Borzecin, Poland, in 1930. He was first
known as a caricaturist and author of satirical short stories. His
plays (Tango, The Emigrants, Striptease, and many others) made
him world famous. In 1968 he went into exile. After living many years
in Paris and later in Mexico, he returned to Poland in 1996 and spent
the final years of his life in southern France. He died on August 15,

2013 in Nice.
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Praise

Love on Crimea

»Mrozek is a humorist - and this makes him all
the more serious. And although he enjoys
working with imaginative themes, he is a
champion of reason and common sense.« -
Marcel Reich-Ranicki

Slawomir Mrozek

»Mrozek's literature is addictive.« - El Pais,
Barcelona

»The author, known primarily as a playwright,
reveals himself as a writer of incisive prose who
captures the absurdity of reality and its
interaction with unreality in polished, witty
formulations.« - Neue Zircher Zeitung

»Brilliant [...] the writer is an Aesop for our
times.« - Publishers' Weekly, New York
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