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A village in the 14th century. For weeks,

rumours have been heard about a terrible disease.
And then it reaches the village. The helpless
people try to stop the dying through faith,
superstition and magic. Nobody knows why so
many die and only a few survive. A young girl,
Hanna, and her brother, Matthis, bury their
grandmother and, although it is forbidden, flee
into the forest. On the way, they meet a flagellant
procession, and Matthis joins the religious
fanatics, while Hanna continues her flight. She
finds refuge with an old, silent fisherman, for
whom she sells fish on the market. There, she
repeatedly sees a child who smiles at her. She
soon has the feeling that she must follow this
mysterious child ...
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Praise

The Plague

»The plague in the 14th century. A seemingly
remote time becomes a distant mirror: This is a
great and captivating book.« - Der Bund,
Berne
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Lukas Hartmann, born in Berne in 1944, studied German and

psychology. He was a teacher, journalist and media consultant.
Today, he is a freelance writer living in Berne, writing books for
adults and children. He is one of Switzerland’s best-known authors
and his novels regularly feature on the bestseller lists.
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Praise (cont'd)

Lukas Hartmann

»Lukas Hartmann develops great poetic
power, full of sensibility and eloquent silence.«
- Neue Zircher Zeitung

»Lukas Hartmann immerses himself totally in
his characters. He has a particular interest in
figures who are in danger of being swallowed
up by history. He is driven by a strong sense of
justice, empathy and meticulousness.« -
Beatrice Eichmann-Leutenegger / Neue
Zircher Zeitung

»A virtuoso of the historical novel.« - Charles
Linsmayer / NZZ am Sonntag, Zurich

»Lukas Hartmann knows how to write history
in a way that puts the present in a different
light.« — Augsburger Allgemeine
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