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An earthquake in Switzerland, nestled safely in the centre of a
continental plate »as rigid as a five franc piece?« But the earthquake
does indeed come, and its name is Recession. One of its victims is
Gehrer, marketing director at the international company
SolutionsUniverse, who is approaching his fortieth birthday.

It's a long way to fall. And Gehrer has to pass through every stage of
hell before he can come to terms with his new redundant status. But
there is one thing that he just cannot bring himself to do - to admit
his dismissal to his wife, Jeannette, who is currently relentlessly
pursuing her career.

This is slapstick at the highest of levels, the kind of comedy where the
laughter gets stuck in your throat. Dobelli describes with intense
realism and subtle powers of observation the various stages of this
life reorientation process — a roller-coaster ride between resignation
and furious optimism — which ultimately takes an unexpected and
personal turn.

Book factsheet

Contemporary Literature
240 pages

1.6 x 18.4 cm
September 2004

World rights are handled by Diogenes

Praise

Rolf Dobelli

»The fact that Dobelli has mastered the art of
precise expression can be readily gleaned from
his novels - a more compact prose would be
difficult to imagine.« - Kélnische Rundschau,
Kéln

»Dobelli's prose is compact, clear, precise.« -
Der Tagesspiegel, Berlin

»Dobelli’s advices and findings are perfectly fit
for everyday life, inspiring, and highly
readable.« - Thiringer Allgemeine, Erfurt

»Rolf Dobelli’s books don’t only make you
smarter, they also make you happier indeed.«
- Denis Scheck / Tagesspiegel, Berlin

»lt is Dobelli’s aim to sharpen our judgment —
particularly in a time of permanent
distraction.« - Handelsblatt, Dusseldorf
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Rolf Dobelli, born in Lucerne in 1966, studied philosophy and
business management, worked for Swissair, founded several

companies and lived in Australia, Hong Kong, England and in the
USA. He is the founder of World.Minds and has published eight
books with Diogenes, most recently Your Turn. His novels and non-
fiction, among them the global bestsellers The Art of Thinking
Clearly and The Art of Acting Clearly, have been published in 50
languages. Rolf Dobelli lives with his family in Berne.
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