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In the novella >The Paradie of Oblivion<, Widmer is trying to square
the circle: for how do you write a story that is about fading and
disappearing memory? Indeed, although without memory no story
can be told, the novella ambivalently (for the loss of our memory
could well be a curse) seems to praise the fading of memory. Thus he
who is devoid of memory is no longer haunted by the dreadful images

of his past.
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sein Gesamtwerk

1999 Aufnahme in die Akademie der Kiinste
Berlin-Brandenburg
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Urs Widmer (1938-2014) was born in Basel. He studied German,
Romance languages and History in Basel, Montpellier and Paris.
After finishing his PhD, he worked as an editor for the German
Suhrkamp Verlag before he and other editors founded the Verlag der
Autoren. In 2007 he was awarded the >Friedrich-Holderlin-Preis< of
the town of Bad Homburg for his collected works.
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1997 >Mulheimer Dramatikerpreis«< fir >Top
Dogs«

1997 >Kunstpreis< der Gemeinde Zollikon fir
sein Gesamtwerk
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1983 >Manuskripte-Preis« fur das Forum
Stadtpark des Landes Steiermark

1976 >Hérspielpreis< der Kriegsblinden fur
Fernsehabend

1974 >Karl-Sczuka-Preis< des Stidwestfunks
Baden-Baden
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Urs Widmer

»A Swiss world-class successor to Frisch and
Dirrenmatt.« - Die Welt, Berlin

»One of the best representatives of Swiss
literature.« - Le Monde, Paris

»A magician is at work. He creates, explores
and transforms worlds. He tells stories in rich
variations, relates them to one another,
composes them.« - Beatrice von Matt / (Swiss
literary critic)
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