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Hope is a crucial element of the Christian doctrine of salvation.
Walter Nigg draws our attention to the immense significance of
the expectation of salvation in the history of faith, in philosophy
and in human life in general in his book »Geschichte der
Hoffnung« (»The History of Hope«).
In this fascinating investigation the author is also concerned with
»the other side« of hope: peaks of joy and dramatic
disappointment, faith and doubt are dangerously close together.
And it is precisely here that Nigg recognises an exceptional
potential: he regards this dichotomy as the source of all human
creativity.
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Walter Nigg (1903–1988) born in Lucerne, was appointed
professor of ecclesiastical history in Zurich while working as a
protestant priest at the same time. Alongside saints, religious
founders, prophets and mystics, his books cover artists and
poets and not least heretics, whom he understood as
›unsuccessful saints‹.
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