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A key to a wash house or daily rubbish, the eighth cardinal sin or a
bishop with a plastic foil can be the trigger for the type of ironic
stories collected in this volume. With his comments on Switzerland,
Loetscher once again shows that he is a dedicated mocker who has
mastered the art of opening the doors to the Swiss soul with the key

to a wash house.
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2006 Erster Preis des Lyrikwettbewerbs des
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Bereich Literatur
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Literatur
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Praise

The Laundry Room Key

»An exceptional figure in contemporary Swiss
literature, directly after Frisch and
Dirrenmatt.« — Der Spiegel, Hamburg

»Almost four decades have passed, and in that
time Switzerland has changed considerably,
but many of these comments still feel
astoundingly fresh.« - Babina Cathomen /
Kulturtipp, Zurich
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Hugo Loetscher (1929 - 2009) was one of Switzerland's most famous
writers with novels such as Sewage and The Immune Man. In his role
as journalist, he travelled to Latin America, Southeast Asia and the
USA regularly. He always held a particular interest in photography.

Hugo Loetscher, who lived in Zurich, was a visiting lecturer at

universities in Switzerland, the USA, Germany and Portugal; and a
member of the Darmstadt Academy for Language and Poetry. In
1992, he was awarded the »>Schiller Prize< by Switzerland’s Schiller

Foundation.
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Praise (cont'd)

»Hugo Loetscher is a wonderful narrator whose
formulation of weighty thoughts is as light as
a feather.« - Sonntags Zeitung, Zurich

»Punchlines, quirky humour, startling
observations, witty comments - there’s never a
moment of boredom with Hugo Loetscher.« -
Jurg Altwegg / Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung
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