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Ignatius of Loyola, Spanish Grande and officer, founder and first
general of the Jesuit Order, is one of the myth-forming politicians in
world history. Ludwig Marcuse reports on the Renaissance in a clear
and vivid way using the life of Ignatius of Loyola as a vehicle. The
horrors of the inquisition and ideals of the Reformation once again
are shown to be means to an end: gaining, expanding and retaining
power.
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Ludwig Marcuse (1894 - 1971) was born in Berlin. Immediately after
the Reichstag fire he emigrated first to France, then to the USA,
became a US citizen in 1944. After years of destitution he became
professor for philosophy and German literature at the University of
Southern California in Los Angeles. As a brilliant stylist he suffered
the fate of Schopenhauer and Nietzsche: Philosophers saw him as a

writer, and writers considered him to be a philosopher. After

becoming an emeritus professor, he returned to Germany in 1963.
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