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Walter Nigg traces the embodiments of evil through the centuries
and reveals the effects of belief in the devil on the collective psyche in
times gone by. He goes deeply into the saints' struggles with the
powers of evil and the poetic endeavours of modern writers to
confront the devil. Nigg regards Baudelaire's penetrating observation
that the devil's »perfect cunning« consists of his ability to persuade
man that he (the devil) does not exist as being particularly
appropriate in our modern times. Present-day mankind has fallen a
victim to this illusion, to this denial and suppression of the
embodiment of evil, without being aware that we are thereby giving
the evil virtually unlimited power.
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Walter Nigg (1903-1988) born in Lucerne, was appointed professor
of ecclesiastical history in Zurich while working as a protestant

priest at the same time. Alongside saints, religious founders,

prophets and mystics, his books cover artists and poets and not

least heretics, whom he understood as >unsuccessful saints«<.
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