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When the renowned author Carl Wallot travels to Merzthal for a
book reading, the local inhabitants do not exactly afford him a
hospitable welcome. But wooed by the lovely Susanne, Wallot
ends up staying longer than he had originally planned. The events
he witnesses in the provincial town seem increasingly odd to him.
For example, Susanne's marriage to the much older Keppler, the
owner of a large factory and patron of Merzthal, a benefactor
whose record is not entirely clean.

The cosmopolitan Wallot, who ridicules the parochial patriotism
of the Merzthalers, their pride in their native town, and feels
himself far superior to them, begins to snoop around and soon
sniffs out provocative material for a provincial roman a clef. At
least that is the suspicion of the narrator, Jérg Froberger, a
young and talented local journalist who knows his way around
Merzthal and, moreover, observes everything that happens to
Susanne with a loving, jealous eye.

But the writer has not reckoned on the reaction of the inhabitants
of Merzthal.

A psychologically intense novel about the sinister entanglement
of money, power and emotion.
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 Movie adaptations

2002: Nancy & Frank - A Manhattan Love
Story

Director: Wolf Gremm

Screenplay: Jonathan Brett

Cast: Hardy Krager Jr., Frances Anderson,
Gottfried John

1998: Glatteis

Director: Michael Gutmann

Cast: Glnter Lamprecht, Hilde van Mieghem,
Gottfried John, Elfriede Irrall

1995: Davids Rache

Director: Hartmut Griesmayr

Cast: Habich Matthias, Roth Wolf, Reinhart
Christine

1989: Tennessee Nights

Director: Nicolas Gessner

Cast: Julian Sands, Stacey Dash, Rod
Steiger, Ned Beatty

1987: Im Jahr der Schildkréte

Director: Ute Wieland

Cast: Heinz Bennent, Karina Fallenstein,
Anke Tegtmeyer, Arpad Kraupa

Der Feigenblattpfliicker
Director: L. Niemeier

Ein Fall fiir Onkel
Director: Ulrich Stark

% Awards

2009 sFriedrich-Glauser-Ehrenpreis«< fur
seine Verdienste um die
deutschsprachige Kriminalliteratur

1988 Deutscher Krimi-Preis fur >Schmatz
oder Die Sackgassex

1977 Jerry-Cotton-Preis fur »>Grand mit
Vieren¢
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Hans Werner Kettenbach (1928 - 2018) studied many things over
the years in four universities; he has worked as an advertising
salesman, a shorthand secretary for the football magazine
»Kicker¢, a radio editor and finally as the editor of a newspaper.
He wrote his first novel at the age of fifty. He has written a total

of fourteen, five of which have been filmed. Critics have

compared them to the works of Sjowall/Wahld6d GPlarrerd),
Simenon and Patricia Highsmith GFAZ<). In 2009 Kettenbach
was awarded the >Ehrenglauser« prize for crime writing for his

life's work.
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Der Feigenblattpflticker
288 pages

1992
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