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Philosophy of Unhappiness

Published by Diogenes as Philosophie des Un-Glücks
Original title: Philosophie des Un-Glücks

»His work, which has always been ›provocative‹ in the best sense the
word's English meaning, has recently reached a provisional climax
through his great treatise Philosophy of Unhappiness, a brilliantly
intelligent book which, without offering any false consolations, has
something encouraging about it simply by virtue of its great
intellectual power … I really like the entire notion of pessimism as a
state of ›maturity‹. As for the rest, it is a continuously fascinating
and profoundly witty book.«
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256 pages
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February 1981
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Ludwig Marcuse (1894 – 1971) was born in Berlin. Immediately after
the Reichstag fire he emigrated first to France, then to the USA,
became a US citizen in 1944. After years of destitution he became
professor for philosophy and German literature at the University of
Southern California in Los Angeles. As a brilliant stylist he suffered
the fate of Schopenhauer and Nietzsche: Philosophers saw him as a
writer, and writers considered him to be a philosopher. After
becoming an emeritus professor, he returned to Germany in 1963.
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