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Walter Nigg
Book of Penitents

Published by Diogenes as Buch der Büßer
Original title: Buch der Büßer

In the ›Book of Penitents‹ (›Buch der Büßer‹), Walter Nigg traces
the confusions, fears and problems in the lives of nine famous
personalities and shows, through vivid descriptions, that they are
the same confusions, fears and problems of modern man.
However, he also shows how these can be overcome: by means
of insight. On his journey through the centuries, Walter Nigg
introduces the reader to extraordinary men and women whose
lives can be called exemplary: we encounter Maria Magdalena, a
woman whose life initially lacked direction; desert saint Makarius
who is called the great; passionate Margareta von Cortona; fiery
spirit Savonarola who was fated to die on the pyre; we hear of
the thunderous words of de Rancé; take a close-up view of
Dostoevsky the prophet; the man who voluntarily demeaned
himself: Albert from Poland; God's own adventurer, Charles de
Foucauld; and the voice that came out of silence: Simone Weil.
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256 pages
11.3 × 18 × 1.6 cm
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Walter Nigg (1903–1988) born in Lucerne, was appointed
professor of ecclesiastical history in Zurich while working as a
protestant priest at the same time. Alongside saints, religious
founders, prophets and mystics, his books cover artists and
poets and not least heretics, whom he understood as
›unsuccessful saints‹.

Rembrandt
176 pages
2006

Vincent van Gogh
192 pages
2003

Soren Kierkegaard
256 pages
2002

Saint Francis of Assisi
160 pages
1997

The Devil And His
Servants
240 pages
1997

Saint Teresa of Avila
128 pages
1996

The eternal Empire
400 pages
1996

Great Opponents of the
Saints
288 pages
1996
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Friedrich Nietzsche
224 pages
1994

Mystic Triumvirate
208 pages
1990

Great Saints
544 pages
1986

The Book of Heretics
608 pages
1986
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